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Focus of Learning 
Walk 

 
The focus of this “Learning Walk” is to gain an understanding of 

“Science”,  
how it manifests itself throughout the school as a result of its 

teaching and learning processes.  
This focus will utilise evidence from each year to highlight this 

important learning field. 
 

 

Relevant 
information read 
prior to Learning 
Walk 

 
There has been one previous Science governor walk some years ago which I 

referred to along with other learning walks to familiarise myself with the 
correct process and procedure. 

I spoke with our Head Mistress then staff along with pupils about the 
implications and importance of science and read background literature to 

again familiarise myself with both the “Learning Walk” process and 
education authority aims and objectives in relation to science being taught 

in primary schools. 
It is important to note that our schools core values shine through the work 

done by our teachers, staff and children:  
Respect, Trust, Friendship and Perseverance….  
This resonates throughout this whole document. 

 
 

Background  
Governor learning walks are designed to provide an independent level of 

scrutiny to ensure the most appropriate learning platform is being provided, 
in this case across the Science curriculum for all pupils. 

Science gives the children a means of learning about the wider world by 
exploring interconnections between people and the planet where we live. 

Learning about science allows the children to witness the world around them 
what it’s made up of and how everything interacts. It is important the 

children are allowed to observe, appreciate and respect their surroundings. 
 

Our school vision statement highlights our daily pursuance of:  
“Preparing for our futures, wanting everyone to have a positive impact on 

our world”. 
 
 
 
 



 

Method  
I met with teaching staff throughout the school to discuss how science is 
being taught both within the school and also off-site as part of the forest 

school programme with Mrs Pattinson. I attended a number of forest school 
practical days. I viewed and discussed some of the written work completed 
by pupils from different year groups. I was able to spend time in a science 

lesson with Mrs Pattinson and years 3 & 4. The children were taking part in 
a national learning program involving both the European Space Agency & UK 

Space Agency, a project called “Mission X” learning to be an astronaut…. 
observing the lesson and speaking to pupils about what they had done, how 
they felt about being involved in a global project and what they felt they had 

learnt. 
I toured the school classrooms looking at the variety of work adorning the 
walls, various pieces of work created by the children of each year showing 

creative learning.  
 

 
 

Observations  
 
It is important to contextualise that science teaching links very closely and is 
encompassed by global learning as a topic so readers of this document are 
familiar with its meaning:  
Essentially it means children learning about the wider world, its creation 
soil, sand, water and air by exploring interconnections between the earth, 
people and places and to observe the similarities and differences whilst 
relating them to their own lives locally……  
 
 
Teaching and Learning: 
 
A great many areas of the teaching across all the years in the school focus 
and touch on our Science theme, many explore connections as already 
stated between pupil’s lives and their surroundings. Learning about science-
based subjects is showing children throughout the school to understand and 
appreciate said surroundings, not only the earth’s makeup and potential 
creation but how everyone impacts on their environment and how little 
changes they make can have a significant global difference.  
 
Class 2 year 1 & 2 have studied rocks, their formation, make up, feel and 
texture. It is clear they now have a much better understanding of the 
makeup of their city and countryside and the frequency of rocks in all 
aspects of everyday life. A longer-term reminder of this subject is there for 
all to see on the classroom wall. 
 
Class 3 year 3 & 4 have shown Science can be a huge amount of fun when 
being involved in an international space project was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all, we had our very own Crosby astronauts and in open chats with the 
pupils clearly learning about space travel, the implications of weightlessness 



in space and how it affects the human body, heart rates, pulse taking was 
enjoyed by everyone involved.  
 
 

Link to School 
Development Plan 

 
Relevant Strategic Intentions in School Development Plan: 
 
4. To further develop to curriculum in foundation subjects and science 
across school to better meet the needs of our children, including leadership. 
 
As a governor learning walks are part of the process to develop the skills 
necessary to implement the school development plan and lead the strategic 
direction. 
All the learning walks will take a positive step to maintaining and further 
develop highly effective teaching practice across the whole curriculum. 
 
Forest schools is ensuring children in KS2 are achieving the “John Muir 
Award” encouraging children of all backgrounds to connect with enjoy and 
care for wild places… 
 
Our children are being encouraged to be involved with the “RHS campaign 
for school gardening”, planting seeds, growing plants, recognising flora and 
fauna so in turn achieving their RHS school gardening awards. 
Forest schools is all about respecting the environment. 
Most recently the children are encouraged not to waste their pumpkins but 
plant the seeds and #EatYourPumpkin with tasty recipes  
 
 
 
 

Conclusion  
The ongoing teaching of science based subjects and topics throughout the 
school is loved and enjoyed by all the children and the staff clearly enjoy 
teaching the subject matter, it links closely with our “whole school vision 
statement” preparing the children for their future, ensuring the children 
have a positive impact on their world…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations  
This is a live document and should continue to be so. 
All the teachers at Crosby on Eden school are fully appraised of the 
importance of continued knowledge-based learning involving all 
subjects taught across the curriculum, Science is clearly a very enjoyable 
and important part of this. 
The children have shown a real appetite for this topical learning theme 
and continuing expansion of their science knowledge.  
 



Many learning methods have been highlighted at different age groups, 
ensuring optimum learning environments depending on the age and 
appreciative capacity of the individual.  
Past learning has been extremely successful, this is, will and must 
continue. 
 
Science is a strong theme running throughout the school taking many 
forms, long may this progress. It is extremely pleasing to witness this 
being nurtured and encouraged by the teaching staff. 
 
 

 


